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OUR NEW  VICAR________________________ 

 
We seek a priest who can embrace and provide meaningful spiritual 

leadership for a welcoming and diverse church community.  We want a vicar 

who has extensive knowledge of scripture, theology and church history and 

who can educate and inspire our congregation with relevant sermons and 

educational offerings.   

 

Our new vicar will be responsible for leading and empowering lay leaders so 

they can work with him/her to plan and carry out our various ministries.  We 

desire a vicar who has a deep personal faith and who can develop a fulfilling 

pastoral relationship with people of different ages, backgrounds and life 

styles as well as those who are at different places in their spiritual journey.   

 

We need a vicar who has skills in evangelism, and is able to help us grow in 

size by bringing energy and enthusiasm to worship and to his or her  

interpersonal relationships.  Our next vicar will be someone who shares our 

passion for outreach and who will support and strengthen our connections 

with various members of our local community.  Ideally, the next vicar will 

develop a broad vision for St. Gabrielôs future going beyond the construction 

of our first building. 

 

A parish survey conducted in November of 2008 highlighted the skills and 

characteristics we hope to see in our new vicar (see attachment 1).  
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BACKGROUND___________________________ 
 
St. Gabrielôs Episcopal Church is an energetic young mission church, the 

result of the visionary desire of St. James' Episcopal Church in Leesburg to 

share the good news of Jesus Christ with the growing communities of 

Leesburg, Lansdowne, and Ashburn in Loudoun County, Virginia. Under the 

leadership of our founding vicar, the Reverend Jeunée Cunningham, we 

started public worship in March 2003.  We currently offer weekly services at 

Belmont Ridge Middle School with an average of 115 parishioners in 

attendance each Sunday in 2008 (75 in 2009). 

 

We have been abundantly blessed with the gift of 11+ acres of land from the 

Harris family of St. Jamesô, Uniwest and International Pavilion.  We are 

eager to make a developmental leap and grow into a larger self-sufficient 

church community and to ultimately build a sanctuary on our land.  

 

We enjoyed a warm and spiritually enriching relationship with Pastor 

Jeunée.  In December 2008, she and her family relocated to Farmville, 

Virginia so that her husband could answer his call to become the rector of 

Johns Memorial Episcopal Church.  As a church at a challenging and 

exciting point in its development, we honor and appreciate what St. 

Gabrielôs has achieved under the leadership of Pastor Jeunée and eagerly 

look forward to reaching the next stage in our development with our new 

vicar.  

 

St. Gabrielôs is blessed to have a strong on-going relationship with our 

mother church, St. Jamesô, Leesburg.  Our new vicar will enjoy a collegial 

relationship with St. Jamesô clergy, the Reverend John Ohmer, Rector, and 

his Assistant Clergy, the Reverend Kate Bryant, (Adult Ministries) and the 

Reverend Mary Davila (Children and Youth Ministries).  
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PARISH DYNAMICS AND IDENTITY                            
 
St. Gabrielôs Episcopal Church lives out its mission to ñencounter God, build 

meaningful relationships, and make a difference in the world.ò  We aspire to 

offer inspiring worship, faith-building discipleship, warm fellowship, 

heartfelt pastoral care, and active outreach and service in the church, the 

community and the world. 

 

St. Gabrielôs is a warm and welcoming community, open to everyone at every 

stage in their walk with Christ.  We place great importance on connecting with 

newcomers and incorporating them into our congregation regardless of 

ethnicity, religious background, marital status and sexual orientation.  Most 

adult members are in their thirties and forties, and most children are younger 

than ten years old.  As we grow, we hope to expand our membership to include 

more senior members and more families with teenagers.  Our congregation has 

a variety of parishioners, including life-long Christians and new spiritual 

seekers alike.  We value diversity and seek to be a church that reflects the 

breadth of our community.  St. Gabriel's worship is lively and informal, and 

parishioners often wear casual attire including jeans, t-shirts and shorts in the 

summer.  
 
 

OUR CORE VALUES 
What we call the 7 Gõs 

 
Glorifying God in worship 
Growing in discipleship 
Guiding our children and youth 
Grouping with others for prayer, fellowship, support, and study 
Giving back to God with the gifts given us  
Going into the world as the hands and feet of Christ 
Gathering others into the community of faith, offering hospitality to the 
stranger in our midst... for we may be entertaining angels unawares! (Heb.13:2) 
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OUR MINISTRIES ________________________ 
 

Encountering God- 

 

Worship 
We are a hands-on community that physically 

sets up prior to, and tears down after each 

service.  Thanks to the hard work and 

creativity of many parishioners, we are able 

to turn a middle school auditorium into a                   

very special worship space.  The Altar Guild 

sets up the altar and lectern for each service.   

 

 

 

 

St. Gabrielsô typically uses Rite II.  During each 

service a verger, lay eucharistic ministers (LEMs) 

and acolytes (adult and youth) assist the priest.  

Old Testament lessons, psalms, and epistles are 

normally read by a member of the congregation.  

Ushers greet newcomers and established members, 

hand out bulletins for the service, collect the 

offertory, and guide worshippers to the communion 

rails. 

 

 

Special services have included 

"Honor a Friend Sunday," "That 70ôs 

Church," and an U2charist, offering 

a wonderful blend of worship and 

fellowship.  
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Music 
Music is chosen from a mix of 

classical hymnody emphasizing 

tunes well known in mainstream 

Protestant and Catholic churches, 

contemporary praise music mostly 

on the soft end of that genre's 

range, and a few classical anthems. 

We are open to expanding this 

range but might resist a strong  

focus on one time period or genre.  

The music is led by a group of 

singers and instrumentalists including a paid music director. 

 

Adult Discipleship 
St. Gabriel's has cultivated adult discipleship with a variety of study 

programs.  Our regular Sunday offerings are generally short program series 

following worship.  These offerings have covered contemporary life topics 

such as dealing with interpersonal conflict as well as Biblical studies on the 

psalms and the Babylonian exile.  Mid-week programs have included 

theology based on Alister McGrath's book Theology as well as the more 

intensive and involving Education for Ministry.  Our clergy has periodically 

led membership classes and Alpha classes as well as popular ñStump the 

Pastorò sessions.  Seminarians have been active participants and leaders in 

these offerings as well. 

 

Child and Youth Discipleship 
Nurturing the spiritual 

growth of our youngest 

Christians is very 

important to us.  We 

endeavor to offer Christian 

education for each age 

group at St. Gabrielôs.  We 

have a nursery that 

provides child care and is 

available throughout the 

service and Adult Forum.   
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KidZone, our Sunday school offering, is designed for children from age four 

through fourth grade.  KidZone starts at the same time as the service and 

ends about midway through the service.  The children then rejoin the 

congregation during the sharing of peace, in time to join their families for 

communion.  The fifth graders and the middle school students meet as a 

group after our service.  When we have a sufficient number of high school 

students, we have a separate high school group that also meets after our 

service.  In the past, teenagers have been included in the youth activities at 

St. Jamesô, where there is a much larger group of adolescents.  During the 

summer, we offer a childrenôs message and short lesson during the sermon 

time.  The children prepare and present a musical offering every six to eight 

weeks and, each December, spend a significant amount of time rehearsing 

for and performing our Christmas pageant.  Children and youth have 

opportunities to serve at St. Gabrielôs as ushers, greeters, readers, acolytes 

and junior acolytes.     

 

Building Relationships- 

 

Community Life  
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The second element of our mission, ñbuilding relationships,ò is a very  

important aspect of our church life.  Each Sunday we have an opportunity to 

share refreshments and catch up on recent events in our lives.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are also numerous events throughout the year (e.g., Adults Dining 

Out, Shrine Mont retreat and Day at the Lake) that give us additional 

opportunities for fellowship.   
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Membership Incorporation 
St. Gabrielôs is eager to grow from a pastoral-size church to a program-size 

church.  To accomplish this growth, it is essential that we not only endeavor 

to attract and invite newcomers but also encourage them to stay once they 

visit us.  Because we are relatively small we are able to identify newcomers 

and welcome them warmly.  Newcomers are invited to a brunch specifically 

for them within their first few months at St. Gabrielôs and also invited by the 

vicar to participate in a membership class.      

 

Life Care  
While the vicar is 

primary provider of 

pastoral care, lay 

members of St. Gabrielôs 

are actively involved in 

providing life care to 

fellow parishioners.  We 

have an intercessory 

prayer team that prays 

for a list of people that 

includes church 

members, their relatives 

and friends who are in 

need for a variety of 

reasons.  One Sunday a 

month, our healing team 

offers prayer and the 

laying on of hands 

during the service.  The 

life care team also 

provides meals, visits 

and support to people in 

need. 
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN THE WORLD - 

 

Outreach   
As the third element of our mission states, we endeavor to ñmake a 

difference in the worldò through numerous outreach projects.  

 

Our largest outreach event to date has been our Alternative Gift Fair (AGF). 

For the past five years, we provided Loudoun residents with the opportunity 

to make donations to local nonprofit organizations as gifts to friends or 

relatives.  The AGF won the Loudoun County Volunteer Program of the 

Year in 2008 and has raised over $130,000 to help our neighbors served by 

local Loudoun charities.   

 

 

 

Each month we collect food for Loudoun Countyôs food pantry, Interfaith 

Relief.   Each winter we sew fleece hats for women who are undergoing 

chemotherapy at a local cancer treatment center.  We have repaired homes 

for Christmas in April, served pancakes and made needed repairs at a local 

shelter for homeless women and children, adopted a highway, and sponsored 

adult mission trips to McDowell County, West Virginia.  
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This summer a group of youth and adults participated in the REACH work 

camp in Hurricane, WV where they provided needed home repairs for an 

impoverished community.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the past two years our youth have also formed a team and participated in 

the local Relay for Life to raise money to fight cancer.    

 

Finance and Stewardship      
At St. Gabrielôs, we see stewardship as ñeverything we do, with everything 

we have, once we say we believe.ò  Over the past several years, we have 

lived out our baptismal vows by giving of our time, talent, and treasure in 

service to God.  Our annual fall pledge campaign has had such themes as 

ñBuilding a Firm Foundation: Living Stones in the Household of God,ò 

during which we built a stone cross and planted daffodils on our land (see 

picture on page 13).  We have consistently had broad participation in our 

pledge campaign and high average pledges among our members. (Average 

pledge of $3,356 in 2008 and $3,508 in 2009.)  Our total pledge amount 

decreased in 2009 because of the uncertainties surrounding the departure of 

Pastor Jeunée and the state of the economy.  Our 2010 pledge campaign is 

underway and we are excited about the opportunity to show our new vicar 

our commitment to support St. Gabrielôs mission and ministry through our 

financial gifts. 

 

We believe that stewardship is much more than our fall pledge campaign. 

During the course of the program year, we strive to offer messages and 

lessons that teach us about the stewardship of creation and the stewardship 

of mind, body, and soul. 
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BUDGET__________________________________ 
 
The following is our annual budget for the past three years.  Further budget 

information will be provided upon request. 

 

     2009  2008   2007 

 

   

Revenues 

Contributions   $123,649 $227,236  $182,922  

Outside Support/other  $20,120 $20,112  $27,620 

 St. James   (in kind) $0   $7,500 

 Diocese of Virginia $10,000 $0   $20,000 

 Region 13   $10,000 $20,000  $0 

Other    $120  $112   $120 

 

 

Total revenue   $143,769 $247,336  $210,542 

 

Expenses 

Ministerial    $39,188 $92,096  $87,121 

    Compensation   $35,128 $85,996  $82,071  

    Other    $4,060 $6,100  $5,050 

Worship/Music   $49,723 $72,897  $49,356 

    Compensation   $25,591 $47,107  $26,136 

    Facilities    $19,032 $19,260  $18,250 

    Other 

Administration   $25,810 $30,455  $30,460 

    Compensation   $15,502 $10,748  $14,524 

    Other       

Communications   $3,219 $9,879  $4,069 

Discipleship    $7,667 $11,471  $6,816 

Community Life   $1,850 $2,600  $1,800 

Life Care    $100  $200   $200 

Outreach    $16,212 $20,856  $22,390 

    Diocesan Pledge   $10,875 $12,960  $15,000 

    Other 

  

Total expenses   $143,769 $240,454  $202,212 
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OUR LAND ___________________________ 

 
Due to an abundantly generous donation of land from the Harris family of 

St. Jamesô (with an additional gift from Uniwest and International Pavilion), 

St. Gabrielôs has been gifted over eleven acres on which to plan our future 

home.  The land is located just east of Leesburg on the northeast corner of 

Battlefield Parkway and Fort Evans Road.  We envision our future campus 

to include beautiful space for worship and community life, day care and 

preschool facilities, a teen center, and inspiring places of outdoor sanctuary.  

We see our land as evidence of Godôs promise for the bright future of St. 

Gabrielôs and a symbol of the life of faith in the midst of this suburban 

community.  
 

Our new vicar must be able to balance the demands of preaching and 

teaching, with the challenge of administering a parish on the cusp of taking  

the next step in the growth of a church to include our dream of having a 

building on our land.  In doing so, she or he must enjoy interacting with the 

community and local media. 

Map of St Gabrielôs Property  

 


